
SIMPLE PAST



DEFINITION

• La forma de un verbo utilizado 
para describir una acción que sucedió antes 
del tiempo presente y ya no está sucediendo. Por 
lo general, se hace añadiendo ‐ed:

• The past simple of 'cook' is 'cooked'.

• More examples

• The past simple of 'understand' is 'understood'.

• The past simple of 'go' is 'went'.



USE

• Usamos el tiempo pasado para hablar de:

• something that happened once in the past:

Imetmy wife in 1983.
Wewent to Spain for our holidays.
They got home very late last night.

• something that happened several times in the past:

When I was a boy, Iwalked a mile to school every day.
We swam a lot while we were on holiday.
They always enjoyed visiting their friends.

• something that was true for some time in the past:

I lived abroad for ten years.
He enjoyed being a student.
She played a lot of tennis when she was younger.

• we often use expressions with agowith the past simple:

Imetmy wife a long time ago.



USE

• Preguntas simples pasadas y negativas
Usamos did para hacer preguntas con el 
pasado simple:

Did she play tennis when she was
younger?
Did you live abroad?
When did youmeet your wife?
Where did you go for your holidays?

• Pero las preguntas con quienes a 
menudo no usan:

Who discovered the penicilin?
Who wrote Don Quixote?



USE

• Usamos did't (did not) para 
hacer negativos con el pasado simple:

They didn't go to Spain this year.

We didn't get home until very late last
night.

I didn't see you yesterday.



STRUCTURE

• Estructura afirmativa • Subject + V2 ( Second Form of Verb )



STRUCTURE • Estructura corta • YES / NO + Subject + did 
/ did not (didn’t)



STRUCTURE

• Estructura negativa

• Subject + did not + V1 ( First Form of Verb )



STRUCTURE

• Estructura interrogativa

• Did + Subject + V1 ( First Form of Verb )



STRUCTURE



POSITIVE (+) NEGATIVE (‐) QUESTION (?)

I started I did not (didn’t) start Did I start

You started You did not (didn’t) start Did you start

He started He did not (didn’t) start Did he start

She started She did not (didn’t) start Did she start

It started It did not (didn’t) start Did it start

We started We did not (didn’t) start Did we start

You started You did not (didn’t) start Did you start

They started They did not (didn’t) start Did they start



EXAMPLES

Positive Sentences ( Sbj + V2)

Examples:
• We watched the news last night.
• They went to the party yesterday.
• She read the book.
• He drew beautiful pictures last week.
• I learnt Spanish last summer.
• You gave the present to your friend.
• We bought a new car.



EXAMPLES

Negative Sentences ( Sbj + did not + V1)

• Examples:

• We did not (didn’t) watch the news last night.

• They did not (didn’t) go to the party yesterday.

• She did not (didn’t) read the book.

• He did not (didn’t) draw beautiful pictures last week.

• I did not (didn’t) learn Spanish last summer.

• You did not (didn’t) give the present to your friend.

• We did not (didn’t) buy a new car.

•



EXAMPLES

Question Sentences ( Did + Sbj + V1)

Examples:

• Did wewatch the news last night?

• Did they go to the party yesterday?

• Did she read the book?

• Did he draw beautiful pictures last week?

• Did I learn Spanish last summer?

• Did you give the present to your friend?

• Did we buy a new car?



EXERCISES

EXE 1 EXE 2 EXE 3


